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HILLTOP HERALD
“It’s Time to Get Out On the Deck”
Throughout my ministry I have challenged you as a church to consider anew the amazing, astounding, good news of the
gospel. One of my underlying convictions is that far too often we as Christians do not spend adequate time pondering the
sheer magnificence of what is in us and guaranteed for us as Christ’s new creation. It’s like we have spent far too much
time working down in the basement of the Christian life, toiling and sweating away, when we should be out on the deck
drinking in the magnificence and glory of it all. In fact, it is only when we spend adequate time out on the deck that we can
truly grasp the sweet truth that the magnificence does indeed far outweigh the mundane elements of the Christian life.
And, if you are like me, summertime is the perfect time to get out on the deck (literally) and take in the beauty of the
season. Therefore, if you are in need of some Scriptures to take out on the deck with you, then consider the following
(some of my personal favorites):
 Exodus 14:14: “The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.”
 Isaiah 40:31: “But those who hope in the Lord. will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will
run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”
 Isaiah 41:10: “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help
you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”
 Isaiah 41:13: “For I am the Lord your God. who takes hold of your right hand. and says to you, Do not fear; I will help
you.”
 Isaiah 43:2: “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will
not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.”
 Psalm 27:1: “The Lord is my light and my salvation— whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life— of
whom shall I be afraid?”
 Psalm 103:2-5: “Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits— who forgives all your sins. and heals all your
diseases, who redeems your life from the pit. and crowns you with love and compassion, who satisfies your desires
with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.”
 Romans 8:28: "And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose.”
 Romans 8:31: “What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?”
 Philippians 4:6,7: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.”
 Ephesians 3:16-19: “I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your
inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in
love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the
love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the
fullness of God.
Can you believe it! Instantaneously, permanently and wondrously by faith we have received all these blessings (and so
many more) as gifts straight from the Father’s hand. Now the words of that great hymn can ring in our hearts as never
before:
“O’ to grace how great a debtor
Daily I’m constrained to be.
Let Thy goodness like a fetter
bind my wandering heart to Thee.”
What else can I say? Get out on the deck, Christian, and have a truly magnificent summer.
Billy
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In response to the gospel, we will love God,
love one another, and love the world
by making disciples of Jesus Christ.
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UNION YOUTH MINISTRY (UYM); Grades 6-12
th

OUTREACH-MISSION TEAM

th

Youth Bible Study (6 -12 grade) ̶ Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00p.m. throughout the summer.
UYM Summer Events Schedule
 June 17-21, 2019 – Summer J.A.M.
 During the week of Summer J.A.M. the youth ministry has 3 events that take place following the end of the Summer
J.A.M. servant day:
 Monday, June 17 – Laser Tag at Main Event
 Wednesday, June 19 – Burgers and fries at Red Robin
 Friday, June 21 – Kennywood Day
 Thursday, June 27, 2019 – Drive-in Movie Night
 July 12 – 20, 2019 – Union Church Mission Trip
 Sunday, July 28 – Canoeing Day Trip
 August 4-9, 2019 – Middle School Trip to Surf City

Building authentic faith that the students of Union Church can carry on to college and beyond.
th

th

» Youth Bible Study (6 -12 grade) ̶ Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00p.m.
follow us:

unionyouthministry

Youth Ministry Contacts:
* Kellyn von Arx, Assistant Director of Youth & Families | kellyn@unionpresbychurch.org | 412.337.6417
* Rev. Tom Ribar, Associate Pastor of Youth & Families | tbribar@outlook.com | 412.977.9454

CHILDCARE CENTER NEWS
Union Church Childcare just had their annual Spring Program and Pre-Kindergarten graduation. The 2019 spring program
was a great success! There were a total of 11 graduates who will be attending kindergarten in the fall. The graduates were
introduced, handed their diplomas, and then sang five graduation songs to celebrate their success. Pastor Billy used the
annual program to acknowledge the resigning Center Director, Katie Kelly, and all of her accomplishments here at Union.
She will be greatly missed!
As June rolls around, the Childcare Center will be starting their summer camp program! June will be the start of a fun and
eventful summer. Tuesday’s will be spent enjoying the summer weather with weekly bike day and Thursday’s will be spent
enjoying water day. Nzone Sports will be coming to the center weekly and the students will learn new soccer skills.
Gymagic bus will come every Wednesday for the two and three year old classrooms. The school age students will get to
spend some time with Pastor Tom each Thursday as “Time with Tom” begins for the older students mid-June. Fathers will
be honored and celebrated during the “Donuts with Dad” event on June 14.
Kelsey Liwosz, Director | 412.787.7553 phone | 412.787.8126 fax | childcare@unionpresbychurch.org

KTA NEWS

KTA began in the mid-1930’s. Its purpose is to nurture and grow in the faith through social, charity,
sympathy, and concern for others while remember their motto of showing “Kindness To All”.

All Women are Invited . . . to K.T.A. (Kindness To All) meeting on Thursday, June 13 at 1p.m. in fellowship hall. Scheduled
are Bible devotions, planning events for the year, lots of conversation and fellowship, and tasty dessert! Please bring to the
meeting one item (or two) to donate to Union Food Pantry. Suggested donation: non-perishable food, cleaning, laundry, or
health and beauty product. Thank you!
Contact: Sally Lickovich at 412.787.2687

Meet: 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7p.m.
—all are welcome! —

New Wilmington Mission Conference - July 19-26, 2019 in New Wilmington, PA! Scholarships available for Unionites
through Mission & Christian Education.
Homeless Camp Ministry - Third Saturday of the month; 2019 dates: June 15, July 20, August 17, September 21, October
19, and November 16. Other dates can be added, you can show up and help the ministry on ANY Saturday! Arrive at Hot
Metal Bridge Faith Community Church at 2700 Jane Street, Southside, Pittsburgh at 12p.m., pack 40 lunches, pray, and
head out to the camps and tent sites. Or carpool from Union @ 11:30a.m. on the day of service. Volunteers must be age
15↑, wear heavy shoes/boots, prepared to hike on hilly trails, railroad tracks, and duck under bridges to serve in this
outreach ministry. Contact: Scott K. Davis
‘The Table’ - Outreach meal program through Hot Metal Bridge Faith Community at 2700 Jane Street, Southside
Pittsburgh: Union’s Outreach-Mission Team and volunteers provide a meal for 60-80 people every Tuesday and Thursday
evening. 4:30p.m. for final meal prep, 5:30p.m. meal starts, clean-up at 6p.m. 2019 Meal Service dates: July 25, September
24, October 29, and Thanksgiving Day, November 28. Pray, Cook, Bake, Serve, Clean, Care, Pray! Contacts: Sinikka Davis
(412.956.3957) and/or Scott K. Davis (412.370.7899).
Vista Coffee Project - Drew von Arx is going to roast coffee again to sell at Union to benefit Christ for the City International
in San Salvador, El Salvador. Jake & Becky Hjemvick & their family are missionaries that we support in El Salvador.
Pleasant Valley Men's Shelter at Northside Common Ministries– Serve a meal to the 22 men residing at the shelter on the
North Side, Pittsburgh. 2019: Union Meal Service dates: September 12, and November 14. Leave Union around 6:30p.m.
Contacts: Tom MacLachlan (412.626.9146) and Joan Richards (412.298.8045)
World Vision Intergenerational Service - World Vision International Distribution Headquarters @ 110 Overlook Drive,
Sewickley, PA. We sort and pack clothing (sometimes books) for shipment to inner-cities or third world countries. Age 12
& up. 2019 service work date: October 12. We arrive at World Vision at 9a.m. and are done by 12p.m. We can carpool
from Union at 8:35a.m. Contact Scott K. Davis (412.370.7899)
VOICe in Butler County - VOICe provides free and confidential services to individuals and families who are victims of
violent crime. VOICe also provides confidential Women’s Shelters. 2019 donation drop-off dates: June 27, and August 29.
Donation Drop-offs @ 218 E. Main Street, Evans City, PA 8:30a.m.-6p.m. Details to follow in the bulletin as to the needs for
each month.
Please consider an ongoing monthly gift or a periodic gift to the Union Benevolence-Mission Fund!
Union’s 2019 Mission Fund Budget is $52,500 or $4,375 per month. Regular monthly donation commitments are needed!

 2019 Outreach-Mission Team meetings at 7p.m. in the Noble House: 2nd Tuesday of the month—June 11th
 Everyone is welcome to meetings!
Serving Christ together, Scott K. Davis 412.370.7899

NOTES FROM SESSION

2018 Session Elders:

Administrative Support Team-Sam Wilson
Session gathered on Sunday, May 5 to receive the 2019
confirmation class. Those youth who were accepted into membership Childcare Committee-Gail Jackson
Clerk of Session-Sally Andrews
were Eli Davidson, Connor Davis, Ryan Davis, Olivia Heckathorne, Julia Discipleship Committee-Winona Johnston
Jacobs, Kate Miller, Anthony Popp, Carter Reed, Jake Spiegel, Chloe
Fellowship Team-JoAnn Barker
Webster-Gigg, Hannah Witner, and Lydia Witner. Session appreciates Finance Committee-Jeff Scott
the work of Dina Roberts and Mimi Massucci in guiding these young
Outreach/Mission Team-Scott Davis
people toward membership.
Nominating Committee-Mariann Bertocchi
Worship Committee-Tom MacLachlan
Union has been blessed to baptize several babies this spring. We
welcome these children of God: Slater Stojakovich, son of Kristen and
Jason Stojakovich; Rebecca Stanley, daughter of Carolyn and Macklin Stanley. Plans to baptize four children in June. Session
and the members of the congregation make a commitment to help nurture these children.
It was with regret that session accepted the resignation of Katie Parr, Childcare Director. Katie leaves with our gratitude
and thanks for her leadership of the Union Childcare and our blessing for success in her new position in education in the
state of Arizona.
Communion was served to 199 on May 5, 2019.
th

Submitted By: Sally Andrews, Elder
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DEACONS

MUSIC MINISTRIES

Although our Deacons take a break from meeting in June and July, we are still busy serving the community and
our food pantry clients, as well as serving those in need in our congregation.

“Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.” Psalm 96:1
The Worship Committee wishes to remind you that the Union Church Music Fund provides special resources for
the music program. Brass instrumentalists for Easter, Strings for Advent, Concert artists and/or scholarships for
junior musicians and/or choristers are possible uses for contributions to this fund. These funds will be used at
the discretion of the Director of Music Ministries and the Session. In addition, here are a few things to keep in
mind when considering making Music Fund contributions:
 Contributions to the Fund are tax-deductible and are considered outside of regular giving to the general
budget.
 Contributions in any amount may be made to the Fund in the form of gifts or gifts that thank, honor or
remember persons or ministries.
 Contributions will be acknowledged with a letter from the Director of Music Ministries. Honorees and families
of the memorialized will also be notified.
 Contributions may be made at any time by sending a check, made payable to Union Church with “Music
Fund” noted on the check. Also, if you would like to thank, honor or remember a person or ministry please
indicate the name of the person(s) or ministry on your check or in an accompanying note.

On July 25th, we will once again be taking a hot meal to ‘The Table’ Ministry. The Hot Metal Bridge Faith
Community Church, located at 2700 Jane Street in the South Side of Pittsburgh, serves a hot meal Tuesdays and
Thursdays each week. They are supported by the Presbyterian Church USA. The Deacons have been providing
chicken, mac and cheese, salad and brownies the past two years; and the meal is greatly appreciated by the
recipients. We will be leaving the church at approximately 4p.m., to serve dinner at 5:30p.m.. If you would like to
help with this important outreach, contact one of our Deacons, or just show up at ‘The Table’ on July 25 th. You
will be glad that you did!
Current Union Church Deacons: Gwen Davidson, Judy Bocek, Karen Connell, Karen Jakub, CJ Johnston, Sue
Shumek, Kristin Mickle, Pedro Torrez, Carole MacLachlan, Betty Fair, Sally Lickovich, Michelle Smith, Nancy
Fotovitch, and Cathy Scott.
Submitted by: Cathy Scott, Deacon Moderator

Union Church Summer Music guest ensembles:
● June 16: Woodwind Quintet
● July 7: Men's Ensemble and Brass
● July 14: Brass Quintet
● August 4: Violin and Voice Soloists

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

The Crafton Giant Eagle has been our faithful contributor of non-perishable food items for several years now.
Ron Schmidt, father of the Kurt Schmidt family here at Union, not only helps with the monthly pallets of food,
but also provides food for us during the holidays at huge savings. The store has provided us with hams, turkeys,
bags of potatoes and huge Red Delicious apples for the Union Youth Ministry Christmas Apple sale in past years.
Recently our Deacon, Bob Weber picked up the donation only to find out that over 20 boxes contained packaged
bread. The community of service at Union stepped into action that Saturday with Nancy Coulter, Gail Jackson
and Carol DiClemente helping to unbox and organize over 200 packages of buns, breakfast items, and breads.

Bible study: last Tuesday of the month at 12:30p.m.
—all women are welcome! —

Presbyterian Women of Union Church are grateful for the renovation project nearing completion. We are anxious as the
entire congregation is to enjoy a beautiful new entryway and of course the accessibility of an elevator. Thank you to the
workmen, trustees, leaders and those who supported the capital campaign. A special thank you to the congregation for
helping PW financially support our annual Birthday Offering used to help mission programs. Recently the women from
Union gathered at the Oakdale Presbyterian Church to enjoy the Spring Gathering of the women in the Pittsburgh
Presbytery where as well as worshipping together, electing officers, and enjoying fellowship, we dedicated ‘Blankets, Bears
and Bucks’ to Jeremiah’s Place. Through the efforts of women in the Pittsburgh Area there were 69 blankets, 273 bears, 40
books, $1580 in cash, and $545 in gift cards given to this special place for children. Even though we take a break from our
group Bible Study for the summer months, PW continues to live out our purpose as stated here.
OUR PURPOSE
Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered
By the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves:
to nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study,
to support the mission of the church worldwide,
to work for justice and peace and
to build an inclusive, caring community of women
that strengthens the Presbyterian Church (USA)
and witnesses to the promise of God’s Kingdom.

Submitted By: Sally Andrews

GOLF FELLOWSHIP
Moon Golf Club every Tuesday at 5:28pm (weather permitting). Everyone is welcome!
Contact: Scott [scott.antonine@gmail.com]

UNION
CHURCH

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE ● REMEMBERING THE PAST
Recently while enjoying a beautiful Memorial Day weekend many took time to visit a local cemetery, or in some
personal way remembered those who served our country in the military. Friends and relatives who have left this
earthly world were also remembered by planting flowers on gravesites. Through the years, customs have
changed and this special weekend is devoted more to family gatherings and celebrating the beginning of the
summer season. Our own Union Cemetery was designated a National Shrine in 1939. Buried in the cemetery are
heroes of wars from the Revolutionary War to the Vietnam War. Many of the oldest markers in the cemetery
show the damage of years of weather, but the honor due and memories of so many resting in this place are still
strong in many of their descendants. Union Cemetery is no longer officially a part of the church when in 1973
Union Cemetery Association was incorporated as a nonprofit corporation. Although legally not a part of Union
Church this beautiful place on our hill will remain in the hearts of the Union Church family. If you are able, take
time to walk among the markers in the cemetery that show so much of the history of our family. Every Memorial
Day there is a brief service showing gratitude to those military. Think about joining this tribute next year.
Submitted by: Sally Andrews
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DiscipleSHIP Children’s Ministries

DiscipleSHIP Children’s Ministries, cont.
Hello!

Union Church DiscipleSHIP Team Servant Opportunities
UnionCandY@gmail.com

Greetings from DiscipleSHIP Children’s Ministries at Union Church!
Children have a place in worship. By participating in the worship services, children
are learning. They are learning to sing hymns of praise and dedication, learning
the stories of God’s faithfulness in the Bible, and learning how to pray. We want
the children (of all ages) to feel a part of the worship experience. We also
understand children participate in different ways than adults. At times, they need
to keep busy in order to absorb what’s going on around them or need help to
make time go a little faster. It’s okay as their attention span is not quiet fully
developed. However, we love them and wish for them to join us in worship.

We believe that it’s important for our church family to create opportunities for our children and youth to mature in their
faith. We seek to create these opportunities through the call of our members of every age, to serve alongside each other
in ministry to children and youth. As you look over the following opportunities for ministry with the children and families
of Union Church, please consider how you might participate with other servant-leaders who have a heart for children
(infant thru grade 5) and youth (grades 6 - 12) in our congregation. We are putting together a flexible structure that can
accommodate a variety of gifts, interests, and availability. Consider as many (or few) roles as your time may allow!
Safety and Security: anyone over the age of 18 serving in our children’s ministry must have childcare clearances and
background checks on file in the Union Church Office. Any DiscipleSHIP leader will be more than happy to assist you.
DiscipleSHIP TEAM OPPORTUNITIES (multiple positions)
DiscipleSHIP Lead Teachers
Serve in the Children’s DiscipleSHIP Ministry by planning and executing provided curriculum
Serve on a weekly, biweekly, monthly, or quarterly basis
Teachers available to work with different age groups (September-May)
Preschool: 3yrs - 5yrs old (8:55-10:30a.m.)
Kindergarten - 5th grade (8:55-10:30a.m.)
3rd - 5th grade (break-out time: 10-10:15a.m.)
PreK - 2nd grade (second service only: 10:45-12:15p.m.)
Teaching Assistants
Scheduled to assist lead teachers with various DiscipleSHIP activities on Sunday mornings for both 9:15a.m. and
11a.m. services (September - May)
Youth Group Mentors
Help to facilitate small group and mentorship of students 6th - 12th grade
Partners with Assistant Director of Youth and Families for monthly activities
Greeting Team (logistics, welcome, security)
Greet families and assist with KidCheck on Sunday mornings
Execute KidCheck program
Time needed weekly from 8:55-9:30 and 10:45-11:15
Assist in shepherding children to and from DiscipleSHIP activities in the church
Sanctuary to DiscipleSHIP and PreSchool Room
Special Events Team (community outreach)
Coordinate and implement special events for DiscipleSHIP Ministry
Trunk~or~Treat
Easter Egg Hunt
Christmas Program
Christmas Caroling
Servant Fest
Work alongside various ministries teams (Pastor’s, Childcare Center, Fellowship Team, Trustees, Office Manager, and
Session) to plan accordingly
Connect with church members and Childcare Center families to invite and encourage participation
Care and Celebration Team (congregational care)
Worship bags and booklets
Connect with families
Plan promotional Sundays and serve alongside other ministries accordingly
Graduation Sunday - Seniors
5th grade promotion recognition/pray for them (May)
Baptism of children - Bibles
Blessing of the Backpacks: back to school (September)
Special Recognition of DiscipleSHIP leaders, teachers, and team members (May - special emphasis on celebrating
teachers for a successful DiscipleSHIP Ministry, commissioning them into the fall.
Works alongside other ministries to plan accordingly
Paid Nursery Team
Nursery Care (infants - age 3): children will be cared for by gentle, loving, compassionate hands while you attend
worship service and special events
Team members to serve alongside our paid nursery staff to provide child care when necessary, especially special events
Weekly 9 - 12:15p.m. (September - May)
Summer (May thru September; 9:45 - 11:15a.m.)

We are offering a worship bag with age appropriate items for guided activity to assist in keeping each child
engaged and content during worship services.
Bags are available for ages 3 - 5, K - 2nd grades, and also 3rd - 5th grades. Each bag contains items
appropriate for the age group (i.e. coloring books, crayons, books, etc...). 3 rd - 5th grade can connect to the
service with a worship/sermon outline on a clipboard to write down life application and to re-read throughout
the week.
You will find the worship bags and ‘Connection’ (sermon notes) clipboards in the entry way of the church in
the Narthex. We ask that you take the age appropriate bag for your child, and when service is over, return
all items within the bag in the same area for which it was found.
It is our hope that the worship bags will be a meaningful way for parents to guide their children in worship,
and help our children to know they are wanted and welcomed among us.
Thank you!
Blessings, The DiscipleSHIP Committee at Union Church

10a.m. Combined One-worship Service with Nursery Care*

» Nursery Care (infants—age 3)* Children will be cared for by gentle, loving, compassionate hands while you
attend the worship service.
*All children MUST sign in at KidCheck on the 1st floor of Christian Education Building.
DiscipleSHIP Children’s Ministry Summer-in-Worship Opportunity:

» Ages 3-5 years—age appropriate worship bag *
» K-2nd grade—age appropriate worship bag *
» Grades 3-5—sermon notes/’Connection’ clipboard to follow along in the worship service *
* We ask that you take the age-appropriate bag/clipboard for your child and at the end of the service simply return
all items within the bag to the same area in which you found it.

DiscipleSHIP Children’s Ministry Contacts:
* Winona Johnston, Discipleship Children’s Ministries Coordinator | winonaj@verizon.net | 412.498.2927
* Rev. Tom Ribar, Associate Pastor of Youth & Families | tbribar@outlook.com | 412.977.9454

